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Contextul si Obiectivele Proiectului. Prezentul proiect abordeazd problematica coeziunii sociale intr-un
context marcat de fragmentare si inegalitate, avand ca scop evaluarea comparativd a acestui fenomen in
Romania si Republica Moldova. Obiectivul central este identificarea factorilor care sustin sau erodeazd
coeziunea si elaborarea unor recomandidri de politici publice aliniate la cadrul european. Demersul
metodologic integreazi analiza cantitativd longitudinald cu evaludri calitative de politici publice, vizand
reducerea disparitatilor etnice, regionale si economice.

Activititi Stiintifice si de Documentare. In aceastd primi etapd, eforturile echipei s-au concentrat pe
consolidarea fundamentului teoretic si metodologic. A fost realizatd o analiza sistematica a literaturii, prin
screening-ul a 250 de articole stiintifice (WoS) si selectia a 106 lucrari relevante, proces esential pentru
delimitarea conceptuald a coeziunii fatd de termeni adiacenti precum increderea sau capitalul social.
Activitatea de cercetare a fost sustinutii prin: Vizite de studiu si documentare la Iasi si Sibiu, facilitind
accesul la infrastructuri internationale de date (JSTOR, SAGE, etc.) si armonizarea viziunii intre echipele
ULBS & USM. Recenzarea literaturii recente, materializatd prin doud recenzii academice (volumele lui B.
Aruqaj si M. Takle) trimise spre publicare. Stabilirea directiilor analitice pentru un viitor volum colectiv, care
va propune o definitie inovatoare a coeziunii, axatd pe identificarea societala si participare, integrand metrici
de polarizare sociala.

Diseminare si Vizibilitate. Rezultatele preliminare au fost diseminate activ in comunitatea academica prin
participarea la doui conferinte majore (RoMig si Conferinta Societatii Sociologilor din Roméania). Au fost
sustinute 9 prezentiri stiintifice care au acoperit teme precum influenta diasporei, solidaritatea transnationald
(refugiatii ucraineni) si rezilienta sociald. Vizibilitatea proiectului a fost asiguratd prin crearea site-ului
dedicat (grants.ulbsibiu.ro/ascrm) si aparitii in mass-media/social media.

Management si Activititi Administrative. Dimensiunea administrativd a inclus lansarea oficiald a
proiectului, operationalizarea instrumentelor de management (OneDrive, MS Project Planner) si derularea
intalnirilor de lucru periodice (format fizic si blended). Au fost finalizate procedurile de achizitii si raportare
financiard aferente Etapei 1.

Concluzii si Directii Viitoare. Etapa | a atins integral obiectivele si activitatile prevazute in diagrama Gantt,
reusind cristalizarea unei echipe mixte functionale si validarea directiilor de cercetare. Principala implicatie
pentru etapa urmitoare o constituie necesitatea dezvoltarii unui cadru conceptual propriu, capabil sa
depaseasca limitele definitiilor actuale, si demararea constructiei bazei de date agregate pentru analizele
comparative.
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Project code: 25.80013.0807.45 ROMD ‘

Project title: Promoting Social Cohesion in Romania and Moldova: Identifying Trends and
Mapping Policies in the Context of the New European Cohesion Framework

Project Context and Objectives. This project addresses the issue of social cohesion in a context
marked by fragmentation and inequality, aiming to conduct a comparative assessment of this
phenomenon in Romania and the Republic of Moldova. Its central objective is to identify the factors
that support or erode cohesion and to develop public policy recommendations aligned with the
European framework. The methodological approach integrates longitudinal quantitative analysis
with qualitative evaluations of public policies, focusing on reducing ethnic, regional, and economic
disparities.

Scientific and Documentation Activities. In this first stage, the team's efforts focused on
strengthening the theoretical and methodological foundation. A systematic literature review was
conducted, involving the screening of 250 scientific articles (WoS) and the selection of 106 relevant
works—an essential process for conceptually distinguishing cohesion from adjacent terms such as
trust or social capital.

The research activity was supported through: Study and documentation visits to lasi and Sibiu,
enabling access to international data infrastructures (JSTOR, SAGE, etc.) and facilitating alignment
between the ULBS & USM teams. Reviewing recent literature, resulting in two academic book
reviews (works by B. Arugaj and M. Takle) submitted for publication. Establishing analytical
directions for a future collective volume that will propose an innovative definition of cohesion,
centered on societal identification and participation, and integrating metrics of social polarization.
Dissemination and Visibility. Preliminary results were actively disseminated within the academic
community through participation in two major conferences (RoMig and the Conference of the
Romanian Sociological Society). A total of nine scientific presentations were delivered, addressing
topics such as the influence of the diaspora, transnational solidarity (Ukrainian refugees), and social
resilience. Project visibility was enhanced through the creation of a dedicated website
(grants.ulbsibiu.ro/ascrm) and media/social media appearances.

Management and Administrative Activities. The administrative dimension included the official
launch of the project, the operationalization of management tools (OneDrive, MS Project Planner),
and the organization of regular working meetings (in-person and blended formats). Procurement
procedures and financial reporting for Stage | were also completed.

Conclusions and Future Directions. Stage | fully achieved the objectives and activities outlined in
the Gantt chart, successfully consolidating a functional mixed team and validating the research
directions. The main implication for the next stage is the need to develop a dedicated conceptual

framework capable of surpassing the limitations of current definitions; as‘séllas the initiation of the

aggregated database construction for comparative analyses.
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